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Increased Occurrence G l o b a ll y 

AGD is a persistent challenge in global salmon f a r m i n g 

Companies in Scotland, Chile, and Norway report surges in AGD o u t b r e a k s , 
especially during summer and autumn when rainfall is at its lowest and salinity h i g h e r . 
These conditions seem to create a favorable environment for A G D . 

• • • • • • • 
• • • • • •  •.  • • •• • 

A Q U A  P H A R M A 

AGO has t r a n s i t i o n e d 
from a seasonal i s s u e 
to year-round due t o 
rising sea t e m p e r a t u r e s 
and other f a c t o r s 

Source: Aqua Pharma G ro u p 
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AGD treatments in Scotland - Example from major o p e r a t o r 

Increase in treatments over last 4 years, numbers doesn't tell the whole s t o r y 
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Encouraging d e v e l o p m e n t s : 

• Gill s c o r i n g 
• H i s t o p a t h o l o g y 
• PCR t e s t i n g 

Standard Monitoring P r a c t i c e s . 
Well embedded g l o b a l l y . 

Source: 2023, Pharmaq Analytiq A S 
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C h a ll e n g e s : 

Gill scoring s u b j e c t i v i t y , 
leading to delayed d e t e c t i o n . 

Innovative approaches like C t 
values are emerging for b e t t e r 
quantification of A G D . 

Developments in Monitoring and D e t e c t i o n 

AGD leads to severe consequences for fish w e l f a r e : 

• High m o r t a l i t i e s 

• Reduced g r o w t h 

• Increased poor-condition fish, susceptibility to d i s e a s e s , 
and mortalities during lice t r e a t m e n t s 

Source: CSIRO, A u s t r a l i a 
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Challenges in Surveillance and Control of the A m o e b a • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • •• • 

A Q U A  P H A R M A 

Surveillance and control are c o m p li c a t e d 
due to subclinical forms, complex gill diseases (CGD), and a lack of effective t r e a t m e n t s . 

CGD can lead to mortality even without fish h a n d l i n g . 

Observations include petechia on gills during spring/summer and chronic changes in the f a l l. 
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Only Two Ma in  Treatment O p t i o n s : 
Freshwater and Hydrogen Peroxide ( H , O , ) 

• • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • •• • 
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F r e s h w a t e r 
favored, but requires well b o a t s 

more extensive h a n d li n g 

Source: Aqua Pharma, Scotland o b s e r v a t i o n s 

H , O , 
a l t e r n a t i v e 

Possibility to treat in c a g e 
with tarpaulin s e t u p s 

reduced fish h a n d li n g 
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How Science can H e l p • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • •• • 

A Q U A  P H A R M A 

I 

. - - • -  - 

 almon farming companies g o a y 
seek scientific r e s e a r c h 

timize surv • p r e v e n t i o n 

Improved diagnostic tools, t r e a t m e n t s , 
and prevention strategies to reduce economic l o s s e s . 

Better understanding of AGD's e c o l o g y 
for more sustainable p r a c t i c e s . 

Tailored, localized strategies are e s s e n t i a l 
due to regional v a r i a t i o n s . 
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How Science Can H e l p • • • . . • • • 
       . . . . 

A Q U A  P H A R M A 

Call-out for g u i d a n c e 

More collaboration and research towards standardized s u r v e i l l a n c e , 
improved d e t e c t i o n , 

and optimized treatment s t r a t e g i e s 
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Contact us: f i s k e h e l s e @ a q u a - p h a r m a . c o m 
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A Q U A  P H A R M A 

WELFARE BELOW W A T E R 

f i s k e h e l s e @ a q u a - p h a r m a . c o m in D w w w . a q u a - p h a r m a . c o m 
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/solvay/

